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Single-use, disposable plastic bags plague our waterways,
oceans and natural environments, causing immeasurable
harm to marine species and communities worldwide, The
Central Coast Sanctuary Alliance supports bans on all
single-use plastic bags and a fee on single-use paper bags
in every county and municipality around the Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary.

Know Your Facts:

+ Californians use 19 billion plastic bags every year,
amounting to nearly 150,000 tons of waste, the majority
of which ends up in our landfills, rivers, bays and ocean.

* Only 5-10% of plastic bags are recycled in California.
* Plastic bags clog and slow recycling sorting machines

making them a costly and inconvenient problem for
recycling centers.

+ Coastal Cleanup Day Stats:In 2009, 71,336 plastic bags were removed in California. Internationally in 2008, over
1.4 million plastic bags were removed. In 2008, in the San Francisco Bay alone, 15,000 plastic bags were removed.

+ 49 Marine Animals were found entangled in plastic bag pollution during California Coastal Cleanup Day
2009 (6 Amphibians, 19 Birds, 11 Fish, 6 Invertbrates, 6 Mammals,and 1 Reptile).

« Save Our Shores volunteers removed over 25,000
plastic bags from local rivers & beaches since April, 2007.

+ Plastic bags never fully biodegrade, they break down
into tiny pieces which attract and accumulate toxins
that then enter the ocean food chain.

» Plastic bags are manufactured from polyethylene, a
byproduct of petroleum and natural gas. Both are
non-renewable resources that create greenhouse gases
and sustain our dependence on foreign oil.
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with single-use plastic bags.

+ (alifornia’s ocean economy alone is valued at $43 billion.






